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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 states, "controls a plurality of parameters to be set". However, it is 
unclear as to what controls the plurality of parameters to be set. It appears as though 
the control section should control the plurality of parameters to be set and will be 
understood that way for the purpose of expediting prosecution. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Real (Real Jukebox Plus Manual). 



Regarding Claim 1, Real discloses: 
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A method for controlling parameters to be set in an apparatus in response to a 
user operation of a remote controller (i.e. a mouse for controlling the software; pages 3 
and 4; and a graphic equalizer which can be set with the mouse; page 15), said method 
comprising: 

a step of receiving a storage instruction signal transmitted from said remote 
controller, by means of a signal reception section of said apparatus (i.e. the user can 
select with the mouse disclosed on pages 3 and 4 a save settings as command which 
allows the user to save the current settings of the graphic equalizer; page 16); 

a step of storing settings of a plurality of parameters, currently set in said 
apparatus, into a memory of said apparatus in response to the storage instruction signal 
received from said remote controller (i.e. the user can select with the mouse disclosed 
on pages 3 and 4 a save settings as command which allows the user to save the 
current settings of the graphic equalizer; page 16); 

a step of receiving a reproduction instruction signal transmitted from said remote 
controller, by means of the signal reception section of said apparatus (i.e. the user can 
select from a variety of saved equalizer settings via a drop down menu; see the figure 
on page 15); 

a step of reading out the settings of the parameters stored in said memory, in 
response to the reproduction instruction signal received from said controller; and a step 
of controlling the plurality of parameters to be set in said apparatus, on the basis of the 
settings read out from said memory by said step of reading out. (i.e. once a user selects 
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a preset setting via the drop down menu, the graphic equalizer is adjusted accordingly; 
page 15). 

Regarding Claim 2, Real discloses: 
An apparatus comprising: 

a controlled section (i.e. the various frequency bands listed on the graphic 
equalizer on page 15 of Real); 

a signal reception section that receives a control signal transmitted from a remote 
controller (i.e. a mouse for controlling the software; pages 3); 

a control section that identifies an instruction that stores settings of a plurality of 
parameters to be set in said controlled section, wherein when said control section 
identifies a predetermined storage instruction indicated by the control signal from the 
remote controller, said control section stores first settings of the plurality of parameters, 
currently set in said controlled section into a first memory in response to the storage 
instruction (i.e. the user can select with the mouse disclosed on pages 3 and 4 a save 
settings as {predetermined storage instruction) command which allows the user to save 
the current settings of the graphic equalizer; page 16; and the program is stored on the 
hard drive; page 5 (first memory)), and 

when said control section identifies a predetermined first reproduction instruction 
indicated by the control signal from said remote controller, said control section reads out 
said first settings from the first memory in response to said first reproduction instruction, 
and, on the basis of said first settings read out from said first memory, controls the 
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plurality of parameters to be set in said controlled section (i.e. the user can select from a 
variety of saved equalizer settings via a drop down menu; see the figure on page 15; 
and once a user selects a preset setting via the drop down menu, the graphic equalizer 
is adjusted accordingly by the computer (the control section)] page 15). 

Regarding Claim 6, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 2, 
Real further discloses: 

wherein said apparatus is an audio amplifier, and the plurality of parameters 
include parameters pertaining to two of input switching, surround setting, sound volume 
setting and frequency characteristic setting parameters (i.e. Real's device includes an 
equalizer; page 15). 

Regarding Claim 9, Real discloses: 
A remote controller comprising: 

a first signal transmission section that (i.e. the adjustable levels within the 
equalizer disclosed on page 15), in response to first operation by a user, transmits, to 
an apparatus (i.e. the graphic equalizer), a first control signal for controlling one of a 
plurality of parameters to be set in said apparatus (i.e. the user can adjust the levels of 
the equalizer with the mouse; pages 3, 4 and 15); and 

a second signal transmission section that (i.e. the save settings as command 
disclosed on page 16), in response to a second operation by a user, transmits to said 
apparatus (i.e. the graphic equalizer), a second control signal for storing settings of the 
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plurality of parameters, currently set in said apparatus into a memory of said apparatus 
(i.e. the save settings as allows the user to save the current settings for later use; page 
16). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4, 8, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Real (Real Jukebox Plus Manual) in view of Girling (U.S. Patent 
6,092,067). 

Regarding Claim 3, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 2, 
Real fails to explicitly disclose the limitations set forth in claim 2. 

However, Real's software is adapted to be used within a standard personal 
computer system that contains an operating system, a hard drive, of which the program 
is to be installed on, and a RAM; see page 67. 

Girling discloses an operating system that interprets and carries out instructions 
issued by the user, for example, when a user wants to load a program module (an 
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equalizer setting), the operating system interprets the instruction and causes the CPU to 
load the program code into RAM from the hard disk drive. 

Adapting Real's software onto a standard personal computer and operating it in a 
manner disclosed by Girling would thus create a second memory that stores second 
settings of the plurality of parameters currently set in said controlled section (i.e. the 
RAM disclosed by Girling would have been loaded with the saved equalizer settings 
disclosed by Real), and, on the basis of said second settings stored in said second 
memory, said control section controls the plurality of parameters to be set in said 
controlled section (i.e. the graphic equalizer is adjusted accordingly by the computer 
(the control section) depending on the user inputs; page 15), 

wherein when said control section identifies the predetermined storage 
instruction indicated by the control signal from said remote controller, said control 
section transfers said second settings stored in said second memory to said first 
memory for storage therein (i.e. when the user wants to save the current setting of the 
graphic equalizer, they select save as and it is stored to the hard drive for later use), 
and 

wherein said control section identifies the first reproduction instruction or a 
second reproduction instruction indicated by the control signal from said remote 
controller (i.e. when the user selects a setting from the pull down menu), said control 
section transfers the first settings or the second settings stored in said first memory to 
said second memory for storage therein (i.e. the program loads the setting from the 
hard drive into the RAM for active use). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to adapt Real's program as taught by Girling. One would have been 
motivated to do so to allow a user to quickly access and load a variety of saved settings 
and to assist the computer allowing it to process the information fast. 

Regarding Claim 4, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 3, 
the combination of Real in view of Girling further discloses: 

wherein after the storage of said first or second settings into said second 
memory, (the control section) controls a plurality of parameters to be set in said 
controlled section on the bases of the storage of said settings in said second memory 
(i.e. when the user loads a setting from the hard drive into the RAM in the combination 
for active use, the graphic equalizer is adjusted accordingly by the computer (the control 
section); page 1 5). 

Regarding Claim 8, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 8, 
the combination of Real in view of Girling further discloses: 

wherein said first memory is a non-volatile memory (i.e. a hard drive) and while 
said second memory is a volatile memory (i.e. RAM). 

Regarding Claim 10, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 9, 
Real further discloses: 
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a third signal transmission section that (i.e. the pull down menu for selecting 
equalizer settings), in response to a third operation y a user, transmits, to said 
apparatus (i.e. graphic equalizer), a third control signal for reading out from the memory 
of said apparatus, the settings of the plurality of parameters to be set in said apparatus 
(i.e. once a user selects a preset setting via the drop down menu, the graphic equalizer 
is adjusted accordingly; page 15). 

Real doesn't explicitly disclose wherein the plurality of parameters to be set in 
said apparatus are collectively controlled on the basis of the settings read out from 
another memory of said apparatus. 

Girling discloses an operating system that interprets and carries out instructions 
issued by the user, for example, when a user wants to load a program module (an 
equalizer setting), the operating system interprets the instruction and causes the CPU to 
load the program code into RAM from the hard disk drive. 

Adapting Real's software onto a standard personal computer and operating it in a 
manner disclosed by Girling would thus create a second memory (RAM) that stores 
settings of the plurality of parameters read out from the hard drive and stored to control 
the graphic equalizer which would read upon the limitation of wherein the plurality of 
parameters to be set in said apparatus are collectively controlled on the basis of the 
settings read out from another memory of said apparatus. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to adapt Real's program as taught by Girling. One would have been 
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motivated to do so to allow a user to quickly access and load a variety of saved settings 
and to assist the computer allowing it to process the information fast. 

Regarding Claim 11, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 
1 1 , the combination of Real in view of Girling further discloses: 

an operator to be used for both of said second and said third operation (i.e. a 
user controls the operations) 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Real 
(Real Jukebox Plus Manual) in view of Schindler (U.S. Patent 5,900,867) and in further 
view of Mogi (U.S. Patent 3,944,982). 

Regarding Claim 5, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 2, 
Real fails to disclose the limitations set forth in claim 5. 

Schindler discloses a keyboard remote with RF generating circuitry (col. 15 lines 
5-10), the keyboard remote includes a touch pad that permits easy manipulation of the 
cursor (col. 14 lines 54 - 58). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use Schindler's keyboard in place of Real's mouse. One would have been 
motivated to do so in order to move freely while not being restricted by wires and to 
implement the device in a home theater system that is commonly available within many 
households. 
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The combination of Real in view of Schindler fails to disclose the remaining 
elements of Claim 5. 

Mogi discloses a remote control system for selectively controlling plural functions 
of an electric apparatus (abstract) and for transmitting different pulse length signals for 
different commands (Figs. 2A - 2D), the pulse signals are then detected by the detector 
to determine the command. 

Applying this method of remote control to the remote control disclosed by the 
combination of Real in view of Schindler reads upon the limitation of wherein said 
control section measures a length of time over which a predetermined control signal 
transmitted form said remote controller is continuously detected. 

Further, applying a longer pulse to the storage instruction and a shorter pulse to 
the reproduction instruction disclosed by Real as taught by Mogi (Mogi allows this 
interpretation as the duration of the pulses assigned to the various commands are 
irrelevant and are merely a design choice; thus changing the assignment does not 
provide a significant advantage over the prior art in the form of an unexpected result), 
the transmissions by Schindler for the Real system will read upon the limitations of, and 
when the predetermined control signal has been continuously detected for more than a 
predetermined length, said control section judges the predetermined control signal to be 
the predetermined storage instruction, whereas when the predetermined control signal 
has been continuously detected for less than the predetermined time length, said 
control section judges the predetermined control signal to be the predetermined 
reproduction instruction. 



Application/Control Number: 10/038,029 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2644 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
command transmission technique as taught by Mogi to the remote control disclosed in 
the Real/Schindler combination. One would have been motivated to do so to ensure the 
quality transmission of signals. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Real 
(Real Jukebox Plus Manual) in view of Schindler (U.S. Patent 5,900,867). 

Regarding Claim 7, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 2, 
Real fails to disclose the limitations set forth in claim 7. 

Schindler discloses a personal computer system with a power supply (Fig. 3 
element 342), the power supply has associated control circuitry and is coupled to an RF 
receiver to receive signals representative of power on and power off commands from 
the remote control devices. 

Applying this teaching to the mouse and computer system disclosed by Real 
would read upon the limitation of wherein when said control section identifies the 
predetermined reproduction instruction indicated by the control signal from the remote 
controller while a main power supply for driving said controlled section is not in an ON 
state, said control section also performs control to turn on the main power supply. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to adapt the reproduction instruction as disclosed by Real to power the system 
remotely as disclosed by Schindler. One would have been motivated to do so to quickly 
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power up the system and avoid unnecessary delays associated with the power on 
procedure. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Basel (U.S. Patent 6,341,166), Foster (U.S. Patent 6,211,870), 
Wong (U.S. Patent 5,881,103), Koyama (U.S. Patent 5,581,621) Ecklund (U.S. Patent 
5,524,290) and Kitamura (U.S. Patent 6,704,421). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Flanders whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7516. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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